
Born in 1967 in Matsuyama City, Ehime Prefecture. Graduated 

from the Faculty of Fine Arts at Kyoto City University of Arts 

with a major in oil painting. Shirai has mainly released her 

manga through self-publishing conventions such as COMITIA. 

In 2007, she won the Excellence Award in the manga division 

at the 11th Japan Media Arts Festival for her self-published 

work Tenken-sai, which Sanctuary Publishing then released 

commercially the following year. WOMBS began serialization 

in Gekkan IKKI in 2009 and later continued through new 

material published in graphic novel format. In 2010, WOMBS 

was a jury selection for the manga division of the 14th Japan 

Media Arts Festival. Other works include Shirai Yumiko’s Early 

Short Stories (spanning 10 years) and RAFNAS (Jury Selection, 

Manga Division, 19th Japan Media Arts Festival, 2013-

2015). “Kikaijikake no Shinwa” (Mechanical Myths), a series 

that appeared in Mystery Bonita, is scheduled for publication 

under the title Iwa to Niki no Shinkonryokou (Iwa and Niki’s 

Honeymoon) in August 2017. Many comics, illustrations and 

videos can be found on Shirai’s personal website Yumi Koubou: 

http://yumikoubou.com/. She currently lives in Osaka.
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WOMBS 
(Shogakukan Inc., IKKI, 2009-2016)
In 2017, WOMBS won the 37th 
Japanese Science Fiction Award. This 
sci-fi tells the story of MANA OGA 
and other female soldiers who have 
“NIEBASS,” the native creature of the 
planet, implanted in their wombs. The 
pregnant women are called “teleportation 
soldiers” and are an important military 
power with teleportation capabilities 
from the NIEBASS.



Yumiko Shirai

Collection: 
Shirai Yumiko’s Early Short Stories (Shogakukan Inc., 2010)
This volume collects nine stories from Yumiko Shirai’s days self-
publishing. The series “Touch” depicts the delicate and romantic heart 
of Takahashi, an art school student. “Akanbou Enkinhou” (The Baby’s 
Perspective), told from the point of view of a mother for whom reality 
and fantasy intermingle, is part of a collection of episodes about raising 
children. In “Kinenbi” (Commemoration Day), an aged woman 
accompanied by sharp-tongued artificial intelligence struggles toward her 
objective. This collection also includes the new 24-page story “Seijinshiki” 
(Coming-of-Age Ceremony).

Tenken-sai (Sanctuary Publishing, 2008)
English ed.: Tenken (One Peace Books, 2010)
A dirty war has spread a toxic agent called 
Fukashi across the land. After a chance encounter, 
steeplejack Manaka employs a girl named Saki 
who has no family on which she can depend. 
However, that is just the beginning of their 
descent into the horrible secret surrounding the 
Tenken Festival. This tale of fantasy and folk 
tradition imagines the changes to Japan’s ancient 
myths and rituals when the land is tainted. “For 
the first time in a long while, I encountered a 
manga so intense that it struck something deep 
inside. It’s a masterpiece.”(Nahoko Uehashi, 
author of Guardian of the Spirit and recipient of 
the Hans Christian Andersen Award for writing)

RAFNAS (Futabasha Publishers, 2014-2015)
French ed.: Scheduled for publication in 2017 by 
Komikku.
Centuries have passed since humankind settled 
the planet Rafnas, which has an abundance of 
the antigravity substance rafna. After the people 
genetically engineered their bodies with the substance, 
Rafnas became the planet of “flying people.” Due to 
an atavistic trait, Ragi is unable to fly. One day at the 
Stream, a river of airborne rocks, he encounters Rima, 
a woman who can fly higher than anyone. The two 
sometimes clash, but together they confront a crisis 
facing their village. Through the effects of rafna, this 
romantic science fiction story illustrates the bonds of 
trust that exist between people. 

Iwa to Niki no Shinkonryokou 
(Akita Publishing, 2017)
It has been 500 years since the Empire came from 
outer space and conquered the earth. In order to 
fully seize the heart of humanity, the Empire drew 
upon indigenous beliefs to enact a policy of myth 
domination. In addition to the title story, this collection 
of related one-shots features tales of action and humor.


